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n r [iE; ,)r-a'/.u!uw f /,;or esis for the formation of our
VEY SCAN s EKNOWI] “The Big Bang”. _About 13 7

~ expansion“1 unkown, but time itself is believed to

phave begun in that instant because conventional

A physics breaks down-.‘“before” it occurred. Some

hundreds ofi-thousands of years later sin@le atoms

(mainly hydrogen) had formed that eventually, after
millions more years, could con?!ense into stars.”
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Hydrogen compressed to fusion
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A light to shine in the darkness 1

4_."':"

And then everywhere at last the sky is on fire
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Universe of untold beauty
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ing blocks to coalesce ok .

“once tiﬁbuilding.' blocks Of the Universe were in o
place it was just a matter time.  Stars gathered '
toget”er into galax:es%nd the birth/death c?‘cle of
stars produceg heavier elements, including. carbon
which provides the framework for all known organic
life. ’
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Ten billion years or so after the Universe began, in
an unassuming corner of an ordinary galaxy, a few
coincidental factors conspired to enable organic life
to evolve. From primitive beginnings, life developed
self awareness and started to ask questions about its
own origin. As part of that inquiry the life form
built a probe to travel far out into space to gather
information. The little machine carried a record of
life on its home planet in the hope that at some
point- in the future contact might be made with

another intelligence.
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To'discover whether"'“aré alone”
‘brake s equation 1nsp1red a message
A Voyager will carry those hopes

The farthest flung object of mankind from home
A mariner in an endless ocean
The grand tour is only. just beginning

% and may herald the greatest moment ....of all time
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To discover whether we are alone
Drake’s equation inspired a message
A traveller carries~‘th\ose hopes
Termination shock, heliosphere
Outside the*zone of the so[awind
The space probe Voyager .

The spirit of man . ~

A major step forward in the search f5r answers posed . =
by intelligent life would be the development of a*
technique to travel faster than light, in effect being

able to warp space-time so that vast distances could

be compressed into manageable journeys.  This
achievement, discovery and control of “The Bridge”,
amounted to the greatest scientific breakthrough in
history.
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The leading theory for how the Universe is projected
to end is simply that it will expand until all energy
di&sipates and the average temperature reaches
absolute zero. Such a state will be a comparable
“nothingness” to the initial state of “everythingness”
prevalent at the Big Bang. Perhaps they are one and
the same. In any event, this possible future.is a very
long way off, measured on a scale of a trillion-
trillion years.
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In 1956 Isaac Asimov published a short story entitled
“The Last*Question” according to which mankind will
one day develop an artificial intelligence that, in
turn, designs its own successor. At some point in the
far future the consciousness that remains of
humanity will merge with the intelligence to create
a singular entity. That entity permeates all time and
space as the Universe ages and comes to solve every

éproblem it ever faced .except one, that being “how
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